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You are invited to the Official Launch of 

GAIN Guidelines - Caring for People with a Learning Disability in General Hospital Settings
	Wednesday 23 June 2010 

	Antrim Civic Centre, 50 Stiles Way, Antrim, BT41 2UB

	10.00 am – 12:00 noon


Going into hospital for any reason is a time of anxiety and stress for any of us. People can find that they are in an unfamiliar environment, with unfamiliar people using unfamiliar language. Alongside this unfamiliarity the person may be suffering significant illness and/or pain and consequently, it is a time when people often feel vulnerable. 

On such occasions, children, young people and adults with a learning disability may feel even more vulnerable for a range of reasons, including difficulties they may have in respect of communication, difficulties in expressing feelings of discomfort or pain, difficulties with self-management. In addition a limited understanding of the needs of people with learning disabilities by the hospital staff caring for them increases their vulnerability. Other factors that add to this vulnerability are that the person may have additional health needs such as epilepsy, mental health issues, sensory impairment, compromised nutrition and be at increased risk of choking, all of which are more common in people with learning disabilities.

Current health and social care policy within Northern Ireland is underpinned by the recognition of people with learning disabilities as equal and valued citizens of the country (DHSSPS 2005). Despite this, a range of key publications discussed within the literature review of this document has highlighted the difficulties many people can encounter in accessing and using general hospital services, at times, with grave consequences for people with learning disabilities. 

It is therefore intended that these guidelines for care delivery, will enhance safe and effective care throughout the journey within the general hospital setting for people with a learning disability. 
If you plan to attend please complete the attached Booking Form and return it to the GAIN Office on or before Friday 18 June 2010.  If you are unable to attend, you are welcome to nominate someone else from your organization.
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Programme
10.00  
Welcome and Setting the Scene
Mr Maurice Devine, Nursing Officer, DHSSPS
10.10

Opening remarks and Launch of the Guidelines

Professor Martin Bradley, Chief Nursing Officer for Northern Ireland, 
DHSSPS
10.20  
A Mother’s Perspective 

Maria Somerville and Mary Duffin
10.40

The Evidence


Owen Barr, Head of School, University of Ulster
11.00

Service Users’ Perspective 


Prospects, Newry Citizenship Group
11.20 

Implementing the Guidelines



Wendy McGregor, Community Sister, Southern Trust
11.40

Standards for Disabled Children in Hospital
Hilary Harrison, Social Services Office, DHSSPS


12.00

Involving Patients


Professor Hugh McKenna, Chair of Bamford Monitoring Group (PCC)
12.20

Close & Lunch  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Caring for People with a Learning Disability in General Hospital Settings

Booking Form

Name:  _________________________________________________________________

Job Title: _______________________________________________________________
Organisation: ____________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________
Post Code: _____________

Telephone: _______________________   Email: _______________________________

Please advise of any special requirements for example mobility or dietary needs

_______________________________________________________________________

Please Return by Friday 18 June 2010 to:
GAIN Office

Room C4.17, Castle Buildings, Stormont

BELFAST, BT4 3SQ

Email: gain@dhsspsni.gov.uk 
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