A Survey of the use of regionally agreed shared care guidelines in primary and secondary care - conducted by the Interface Pharmacist Network for Specialist Medicines (IPNSM)
The Regional Group on Specialist Medicines DHSSPSNI, recommends that when prescribing responsibility for an amber list specialist medicine is transferred from secondary to primary care, that regionally agreed shared care guidelines (SCG) are used. 
Shared care guidelines are intended to:

· Detail the respective clinical responsibilities of the hospital specialist and the GP when the amber list medicine is prescribed by the GP on the recommendation of a specialist. 

· Support the seamless transfer of prescribing arrangements and patient monitoring from secondary to primary care.

· Provide an information resource to support clinicians. 

This survey sought the views of prescribers in both secondary and primary care into the use of shared care guidelines in Northern Ireland. It was carried out over a six week period in 2008.
Click HERE to be transferred to the Interface Pharmacist Specialist Medicines website to view the survey results.
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